Global Information Society

Cultural Investigation
Instructions
! Thoroughly research each

of the cultural and
political aspects listed on
page 2 and write a 3 - 4
page informational report.
You are encouraged to
include new software
“tricks of the trade” as you
learn them in this course
to enhance the appearance
and format of your report.

Place
Artwork
Here

! Create a PowerPoint

presentation highlighting
the main points of your
report.

Objective

! Present your findings to

Students will investigate
various aspects of a
particular country’s culture
and political situation in an
effort to learn more about
their lifestyle, religions,
customs, problems, language,
environment and internal
views of the outside world.

the class for 10 – 15
minutes.
! GIS students must complete

a minimum of two reports
per semester

1

Road Map to Reporting Success
Begin your investigation using the CIA World Factbook

Part 1 – Background information – approx. 1 page
I.

Geography
IV. Government

A. Obtain and insert a political map of
the country

A. List the following major statistics
B. List the following major statistics:
1. Country name
1. Location
2. Government type
2. Climate
3. Legal system
3. Terrain
4. Executive branch
4. Natural Resources
5. Legislative branch
5. Land Use
V. Economy
II. Environment
A. List the following major statistics
A. List current environmental issues
1. Identify the type of economic
system (market, command, or
traditional)

B. List international environmental
agreements

2. Economic overview

III. People

3. GDP

A. List the following major statistics
1. Population

4. GDP Real Growth

2. Life expectancy

5. GDP per capita

3. Infant mortality rate

6. % of population below poverty
level

4. HIV/AIDS prevalence rate
7. Currency
8. Exchange rate to USD

5. People living with HIV/AIDS
6. Religions
7. Ethnic groups
8. Literacy rate
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Part II – Narrative Section – approx. 2 – 3 pages
• Find new information using
educational sources via the
Internet or library.
• You are encouraged to find
eyewitness accounts of
citizens living in your
country in each section to
enhance your report.
• You must include
parenthetical citation and a
works cited page.

III. Domestic Problems and
Issues
a. Identify any major environmental
problems? Are measures being
taken to combat them?
b. What are the main health
problems?
c. What are the main political
problems or issues? (Examples –
Constant civil unrest, EU
membership, political lobbyists)
d. What are the major economic
problems?

I. Lifestyle Section
a. Describe the physical and socioeconomical environment in which
the majority of the population
lives.
b. What is the primary language?
Are there others used? Explain.
c. Do they enjoy material comforts
like some U.S. citizens? Explain.
d. Describe the labor force
employed.
e. Describe leisure and
entertainment activities.

IV. International views and
problems
a. Are there any international
disputes or wars?
b. How do citizens view immigration?
As a problem or is it acceptable?
Explain.
c. Is there a feeling of isolationism in
practice or international
cooperation and trade?

II. Religion Section
a. What are the main religions
practiced? Does one tend to
dominate the others?
b. Does religion influence the
political order of your country’s
society? Explain why or why not.
c. What are some of the major
religious customs that are
practiced?
d. Major holidays observed?
e. Are their any non-religious
customs practiced?

Note – For the oral presentation,
choose only the most informative
information to share with the
class. Tell eyewitness
eyewitness stories!
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