
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Essay Prompt – Due ___/___/___ 

 
Although Mark Twain warns us that anyone caught trying to analyze his novel will “be shot,” it 
is obvious that he speaks on several moral and ethical issues concerning humans during his time. 
His observations are still relevant to this day. Write an essay that interprets what Twain’s 
message is about one of the themes below. Organize your essay and use evidence in the form of 
quotes, symbols, and events throughout the novel to prove your interpretation. Be sure to 
analyze, evaluate, and explain the meaning behind your evidence. 
 
Themes:  Slavery/Racism Deception Selfishness 
 Point of View Freedom Education 
 Hypocrisy Self-Reliance Other Approved Topic 
 
Requirements: 3-5 pages typed, 12-point easily legible font, double spaced, 1-inch margins 
 
Rubric: 
Introduction must contain a hook, connector, and thesis statement ____/20 
Claims paragraphs must be organized by clear topics or claims ____/20 
Evidence quotes, symbols, and events throughout the novel ____/20 
Interpretation analysis, evaluation, and explanation of quotes ____/20 
Conclusion restates what was proved; ends in a final thought ____/20 
 
Grammar, Spelling, Usage ____/70 
Citation of Pages  ____/10 
Neatness/Follows Directions ____/10 
  Total ____/200 
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