
Controversial Speech 
Changing Views of Right and Wrong 

 
Prompt: Identify an activity, practice, policy, etc. that is thought, by most people, to be acceptable and right. Give a 2-3 minute speech 
in which you explain why you believe this practice to be wrong. Be sure to back up your statements with anecdotes, statistics, and 
expert opinions. Anticipate counter-arguments to your point of view. Conclude by stating what you believe should be done about it. 
 
Rubric: 
Content 
Introduction – Begin with a hook. State the issue and your main points. ____/10 
Body – Provide at least three clear reasons as support. Organize your ideas. ____/15 
Evidence – Back up your statements with examples and research. ____/15 
Conclusion –  Restate main points and explain what should be done. ____/10 
Presentation 
Eye contact/natural speech – Do not read the speech or look only at me. ____/10 
Poise and Fluidity – maintain a relaxed posture; don’t fidget, lean, sway, etc; avoid crutch words ____/10 
Volume, Inflection and Clarity – Enunciate and speak so that everyone can hear you. ____/10 
  
 Total ____/80 
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