Joseph McCarthy: Communists in the State
Department (excerpt)

Ladies and Gentlemen:

...Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic atheism and
Christianity. The modern champions of communism have selected this as the time. And,
ladies and gentlemen, the chips are down, they are truly down.

Lest there be any doubt that the time has been chosen, let us go directly to the leader of
communism today-Joseph Stalin. Here is what he said-not back in 1928, not before the
war, not during the war-but two years after the last war was ended: "To think that the
Communist revolution can be carried out peacefully, within the framework of a Christian
democracy means one has either gone out of one's mind and lost all normal
understanding, or has grossly and openly repudiated the Communist revolution."

And this is what was said by Lenin in 1919, which was also quoted with approval by
Stalin in 1947: "We are living," said Lenin, "not merely in a state but in a system of
states, and the existence of the Soviet Republic side by side with Christian states for a
long time is unthinkable. One or the other must triumph in the end. And before that end
supervenes, a series of frightful collisions between the Soviet Republic and the bourgeois
states will be inevitable.”

Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone here tonight who is so blind as to say that the
war is not on? Can there be anyone who fails to realize that the Communist world has
said, "The time is now"-that this is the time for the show-down between the democratic
Christian world and the Communist atheistic world? Unless we face this fact, we shall
pay the price that must be paid by those who wait too long.

Six years ago, at the time of the first conference to map out peace-Dumbarton Oaks-there
was within the Soviet orbit 180 million people. Lined up on the antitotalitarian side there
were in the world at that time roughly 1,625,000,000 people. Today, only six years later,
there are 800 million people under the absolute domination of Soviet Russia-an increase
of over 400 percent. On our side, the figure has shrunk to around 500 million. In other
words, in less than six years the odds have changed from 9 to 1 in favor to 8 to 5 against
us. This indicates the swiftness of the tempo of Communist victories and American
defeats in the cold war. As one of our outstanding historical figures once said, "When a
great democracy is destroyed, it will not be because of enemies from without but rather
because of enemies from within." The truth of this statement is becoming terrifyingly
clear as we see this country each day losing on every front.



Now | know it is very easy for anyone to condemn a particular bureau or department in
general terms. Therefore, | would like to cite one rather unusual case-the case of a man
who has done much to shape our foreign policy.

When Chiang Kai-shek was fighting our war, the State Department had in China a young
man named John S. Service. His task, obviously, was not to work for the communization
of China. Strangely, however, he sent official reports back to the State Department urging
that we torpedo our ally Chiang Kai-shek and stating, in effect, that communism was the
best hope of China.

Later, this man-John Service-was picked up by the Federal Bureau of Investigation for
turning over to the communists secret State Department information. Strangely, however,
he was never prosecuted. However, Joseph Grew, the undersecretary of state, who
insisted on his prosecution, was forced to resign. Two days after, Grew's successor, Dean
Acheson, took overcas undersecretary of state, this man-John Service-who had been
picked up by the FBI and who had previously urged that communism was the best hope
of China, was not only reinstated in the State Department but promoted; and finally,
under Acheson, placed in charge of all placements and promotions. *

This, ladies and gentlemen, gives you somewhat of a picture of the type of individuals
who have been helping to shape our foreign policy. In my opinion the State Department,
which is one of the most important government departments, is thoroughly infested with
Communists.

I have in my hand fifty-seven cases of individuals who would appear to be either card-

carrying members or certainly loyal to the Communist Party, but who nevertheless are
still helping to shape our foreign policy.
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