MENS FROSH/SOPH

DI e

KEITH SCHWANI

CHRESTINE COTTER I.‘duldza’ﬁmu

Jordan Preslay, Ieft, opens a card—with a check—from friends Sean Wheeler, center, and Adam Morgan.

10-Year-Old Winning the Fight of His Life

® Health: Family and
friends help Jordan Presley
celebrate last chemotherapy
treatment for leukemia that
is now in remission.

By TINA NGUYEN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

RDEN GROVE—No more
needles, no more hospital
vigits and, best of all, no

more pain for 10-year-old Jordan
Presley. The leukemia that began
to Invade his body three years ago

chemotherapy treatment,
Huntington Beach boy celebrated
life Saturday with a houseful of
friends and family.

“I feel good,” Jordan said, after

miraline and weactling with elage. |

ventilate and try to fight off the
doctor during extensive Llreat-
ments, said his mother, Yolanda,

1.

1 hated staying [n the hospital,
Jordan said, brushing his bangs
from his eyes,

But all that i3 behind him. Jordan

- ino longer needs chemotherapy.

Perindic medical checkups are still
requived because there is a chance
' the leukernia will flare up again.

. “The waorsl is over,” said his
-mother, “I have faith he will stay
healthy. 1 keep a positive outlook
beeause death is not an optior

elatives and friends describe
the Presley family as survi-
yors, Before Jordan fell ill, his

younger brother, Jared, received a

| diagnosis of pelvic cancer when he

|was 17 months old. Jared's cancer.

{has been in remission for several
years, but the 8-year-old also
 needs regular checkups.

' The boys' medical expenses have
drained their parents’ finances. At
|ane point, they lost their home,
car:. furniture and other belong-

; I'he overwhelming pressures

“have also strained their marriage.

!The Presleys are separated, and

| the boys live with their mather.

| Michael Presley said he tries to see

" his sona daily, and keeps abreast of
heir health by regularky talking m
ig wife.

Presley, a professional guuarial
| performed with his band al. Satur-
day‘s party. “It's been really hard,”

said. “We've gone through a lot,
hut things look hopeful. Jared's
! been well, and now Jordan's body
i healing, i







